e e
e e P S PR ©
. i el Ry =

e -

Mag wheels, three L-engines and media-
maniacs Root, Kirschenbaum and Old-
ham test—and steadfastly compare—the
three Corvette engine options for 73—
simultaneously, yet!

fare ee e hiregs 1hat srosinedismatable: skl

The Corcedte s fonenca's anly sports car and

Biees bery for e 20 wears of s Gilc Fhong s a

Corvectte mystnque alive and weall vy America thal
sornebow mmkes cvery Coreclle ool Eoomarc Than the
surn of 115 parts. Despite the lact thal the Corvelle is ald
dancd fatter and quite a bl slower than at any time in its
hastory, il reamannes, aod always Das baen, Smerica’s sl
caciling Gar.

Cenavettes are exciticeg, visually s oeel] s s youi
behind the wheel And why not? Even fhe sloweast Cor-
vetles for 1972 can authandlie 99% of the cars on the
razd and stll coflacealerale abool 95% . Yoo see, a5 [he
Corwelte has qgrown larger and  beaviar and  shower,
bescaic: 9l 5 mpl bumipacs aned door beams and chokingg
emission condrols, so has every olhey Amcncan car The
Corvelte easily retains ils supremacy.

Ewvery Corvette is & tamoon, even o jaded magazine
roac testers and wreiters. Thare's something aboul ihe
Corvebic thal shll makes the eart qucken and the blood
bingle. even il you'se driven ceery ol car made i fhe
past it or ten years. When you knoa you've gl o Cor-
wirlle road lest caming up, 175 shll something weny
special,

This biple Cordeite road test then, = something
Spencizl ewary for us, Specizd? Think ol oy cng Bing thal
vou would hke to do Anything Rake it 2 real lanlasy
wiste, Being cafed mosuddenly o lake Mick Jaggers
plhice af a Slories concerl. Twelve cases of Chatean
Lafite Rothschild 12947 Throwing the winnimg foschdown
an third and long m e fowfh guarter of the Supsr Bowl.
A nighit widh Linda Lovelace, How afboul Beag given Bhe
Keys o @mght birand new 1973 Corvettes an bwo separals
oocasions and baing Lold, go dowoar thag?

Mot Bad, nght? That's what happened 1o ws The 1iest
Qooasion  was @t odgehampton Bace  Circuab i
Bridgehamplon. Long Bslond, scme menths aga. Even
Zara Arkus-Dimtoe was dbong 1o help ol noany wie b
could. On s cocasion, we had a chance 1o wrigig oul
e freenddlicey on Lha Bridga's rod Coursa,

The =zecond occasion was more rocenl. Aflor the
Brelgehampton g, we immediately decided to do a Cor-
vetle and Chavrelel issue and todd Chewolet abaut it. We
decided to Lest all threo engioe colions Dheal yoo can Duy
far “¢d Jim Willizmes, Chewy's Delroil pobfic rallEnns
man. and Judy Stropus, Cheey's east cost PR lady,
arranged for us o have band new LBZ and L34 Veltes.
Danny Zack of Briggs Chevwrolet in South Amboy. M, in-
vited us 1o ook over his fantastic stock of Corvettes and
pick anything we wanted. What we wanled was a slan-
dared AS0 Vet to completa the engine opfinn lineup. He
obliged and alsa leaned us ancther car that we used o
fry oul sarne of Jolire Greenwecols handling pieces

Bt that story’s on page G1.

Hawe wous rpot the peciure now? Twed 73 Corvettes from






Chevralet Motor Division and two 732 Corvetles from
Briggs Chevrolet. Tha stalf of this magazine had a hard
time distinguishing a fantasy from reslity for a long fime
afterward.

It was somewhat of & Iogistics problem to get all the
cars out to Whasthampton, Long Island, where we plan-
ned o do the actusl quantitative testing. Pete Halsworlh,

manager of Suffolk County Raceway, had volunteerad
the use of his faciily and we accepted. The MHRA-
sanctioned dragstrip would give us our acceleration
times and braking distances and we could use the ride
and handiing course and the banked mral fur fun -and -
games.

Lel's pause here to give you a rundown on what each
of the test cars had. We'll forget about the one Corvette
that had been fitted with the handling goodias. AS we
sad, that's coveredin a different part of this issue.

The Convette that Briggs Chevrolel loaned us had the



c-[EIrI-JdrI'J L48 engine, rated this year at 190 harsepayar
at 4400 rom, Torgue is rated 270 Bs. At at 2800 rpm.
The car was Elkharl Grean with dark saddle interlor. The
second car was 2 bright yellow coups with the LAZ high

perfarmance 330 engine, rated 2530 horsepower at
E200 rpmo and forque pegged al 285 Ibs. At at 4000
rom. Tha third car alzo yellow with dark ssddle Interior,
was powered by the big guy. the LS4 454 cubic inch
powearglant, rated this year at 275 horsspower &t £400
mm. Torgue Iz 395 Ibs At &t 22800, The L82s com-
pression ralio was 9.0 10 1. The LS4 has an 8.25 1o 1
ratio whila fhe L48 puts an 8.5 sgueeza on things. all
lhrese enginss uss hydradlic camshafts and  single
Fochester Quasdralets aon cast ron manifolds, The days of
solig-ifter cams. multiple  carburation and high  rise
Alurninum infeke manifolds ars gone the way of 2l flesh
for the Corveite, although the parts arz all still availzsle
over the counter. Al 'T3 Corveltes come stock with 2
ram zir hood that ducts cool ouisida air into fhe car-
Burator. This helps in the power department.

All three cars weare [dentical in mest other reapects. All
had power zlearing, power brakes, powar windows, air
conditioning, Turbo Hydra-Matic, AM-FM stereo racio,
cuslom leathsr intericr and variows other e comfart
and convenizncs items,

CARS = 53

- dlar. Right:

. you dealing with a full deck: You
Cwant ma te climb this ladder just

Abowve: Marshall Spiagel, ong of -
our best road racing drivers and !
conslant  adviserfcontriboter Lo

thie Magnum Autcrmative Group. oo |
Lefi: ““The Desl ‘Vaile yet''? - . .
Degands aon your rileda, I1's rlu:d o 7
quizk anymore, but she sure is T
fina an iha road=—a dailnitea han-

Al Roat, CARS naw

Editor and Editorial Diresior ol 1na

Magnum Autamative Graup: A

lolaka piz?"" . . . Ha did,

The slandard 350 had the optional 3.36 perfarmance
axlg ratia. The LEZ had the 3.55 ratio |standard with air)
and t]he 454 had 5 3.08 retio (standard with automatic
tranz).

All the carz had the normal Corvelte standard equip-
ment Such as Positraction rear axle. GRT0-15 radial liras,
ramavable roof panels, efc. Two of the cars had the stan-
dard S-inch steal rings with cap and tim ring, The car
borroweed from Briggs Chevralal had been fitted with 15
X T Cragar 528 mag wheels with the stock radizl tires.

If wou're laoking for a dragskrip deman, forgal about
any new Corvatle. Forget sbout those neloyvon days of
11-second LE8 factory cars. Fongsd about the high tens
of a fagtory ZL1. Forget about the 125 and 135 of well-
tuned solld lifter 427 and 454-powared Vellas.

Instead, think of Corvettes for 'T3 in terms of realistic
powear that won't smoke the rear tires the entire length of
the quarter mile, but Wil put vou briskly Trom tha onsamp
into axprassway raffic and ocul, arcund ard in, whan
paEsing on tha highway.

Az you would axpect, the hig 454 wasz the dragatrip
accalerstion champ: Still, 183 finest mun was onky 3 1461
at 93.2 mph, hardly what you'd call awe inspiring. THe
smaller enginas didn't da as well as thae 454, The base
Ld& ran oif a brace of 15205 at 93 mph while the high
D"‘I"fDI'I'I'Im"IC-E L2 was juslahsad al 15.10 at 25.4 mph.

frantinusd on page 78}



3-VETTE TEST
{continuad from page 53}

An interesting note here: notice
that the base 350 was just 2 tenth
slewar in the quarter mile than the
LAz althaugh the frap speed of the
La2 was =lmost 2 mph faster,
Probably, if the bage engine had baan
fithed with the same 3.55 gearing as
the L&2, elapsed timas would have
bean almost identlcal. Unforiunataly,
3.55 gears ara not an oplion with the
beze L48 engina.

Overall, we were prefty dizap-
pointed at ihe performance of ihe
LAZ. The opion cost $299 exira and
juat doesn’t daliver much more per-
formanca than the base L48! In ad-
dition, tha LBZ idlas rougher, gets
poarer gas mileage, runs hotter and
has much less low end torque, so low
speed driving is more uncomforiable.
& d-gpeed and the LEZ would be
about the worst combination for city
| driving of any drivetrain combination
| offerad, The low speed largue, ar
I lack of same, is the reason.
j| The 454 is just shaer torque. At
jjamy em, a downshifi info the next
j|lower gear and full throttle will nal
llvour spine to the back of your
buckat! and it'll keep yvou there antil
vou Bt yaur rightfeol Al this time,




thera's a deliclous roar emanating
from under the hood Wt's 2 com-
bination of exhaus! gas and the open
air Intake combining o maka that
street soul music. Maturally, with tha
long 3.08 rear axle ratio, cruising-at
any speed just had the bLig 454
fzefing glang with no apparant skraEn
avan al a steady 100 down the back
straight of the Mew Jersey Turnplke.

Cwr choice for the all around bes!
perfarmern, however, must go o the
baze 250 L48 engine. Ii's reslly a
bezutiful combination. The L48
delivers zll the acceleration you'll
aver need on the road in a steady,
forceful manner aithough it doesn't
pin you 1o the seat as does the 454,
Iry acddition, the L48 is quiatl, runs cocd,
idles emoothly and can cruise at 100
all daw If you commute in Mevada.

The L4E alzo has the unique guality
of being able to pass up a couple of
gas siations before pulling in for a pit
stop—something that can't be said
lor its two cousins. Tha L-48
averaged around 14 mpg ai sheady
B mph cruising speeds (lower when
the going gof rough and we pul Sur
foot into It And that's with tha higher
nurmercal 3.3 axle rafio. By contrast
tha LEZ could muster only 10 mpg
and tha 454's avermge hoversd
araund 8.5 mpg [ught)!

fero-fo-gl  runs aren’t o0
meaningful anymore. But in the in-
terest of completenass, we'll give
theam fo wyou, Tha L43 took B.8
seconds o reach 80, the LB2, 6.7
seconds and the d5d, B4 seconds.

On side by slde runz, the L4B
powered car always came off the
mark first agamnst tha L3Z Then,
when the LA2's cam came on and tha
engine got on the torque curve, the
La2 pulled shead. St =l the runs
ware close. When the 454 was run-
ning, it smokad off the ling lor abgout
30 feat while the small olock car was
aready gone. Mo coniest, though.
Tha 454 always hauled down and
pazsad the small Block, as expacted.

Ondhe Bridgehampion rogd course
and over the ride and handling course
al Suffolk County Raceqy, the base
L4B coupe was agan our choize.
Thare was anaugh power on fap for
any atfitude through any cormer. The
automatic  iransmission could  be
downshilted at will (on sl three cars),
but the L48 was the best balanced oi
al three. The L2Z had tha same
balance as the L48 since the bwo
350 engines waigh aimost exactly
the same. But if we weran't al the
right rpm through a comer, or in
wrong gear, the lack of torgue made
itgalf felt once again.

The 454 was at a disadvantage, of
course. The addad weight and bulk
mada the car nosehesyy compared
tp the =mall block cars and wn-

dersleer was more pronounced. The
super torgue of the 454 made the car
less forghving, foo. I we made &
migtake through a comer and appiaed
too much throtile, the rear end was
Immediately araund on us and the car
was in a8 power guersteer condition.
Mot epough thrattle or the wrung fear
and the Vetls understeersd,

Let's point ona thing oot I::‘-emre e
g0 any further. The Comvette's avarall
handling s 20 superar 1 most other
cars that, whan wa falk above owvear-
or understeer, we're falking aboul &
malter of degraes. Even with the Gar-
yette i an undarsteering attituds

through & tight cornar, s stifl han-
disng better than 99% of all other cars
o the roacd.

The 454 is fitted with noticesbly
stiffer springs, shocks and anfircll
stabilizer bars than are fhe 350 Vet-
tes, The hig hars do a nice job of
taming the bulk of the 454, They
allowad tha 454 bo comor much flat-
ter than did either of the bea s=mall
block cars. The siiffer springs and
shacks made themselves felt,
howewar, on the rida caursa and cver
rough roads at other times during the
paricd we uzad the car. There Is less

[sontinuwed on overlaaf}
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3=-VETTETEST
[continesd from page 78]
auspengion travel available with the
zlilfer zuspension and wau simply
feal the bumps, In much the same
way as vaou doina stiffy suspended
supercar, The ride izn'l 20 siff 25 to
ne uncormiortabiz, But when you step
aut of ena of the other cars and into
the 454, vou know immediately thal
the suspenskon components &g quite
a bit different. '
The small block cars had a more
supple suspenszian and saaksd up
road irregularities with aplomb. Thers
wa=s suspensizn travel in much the
game menner as there is in fine
Eurapean touring cars. The Suspen-

gian travel combinad with refatively
stiff shocks produced an extremely
comforiable yet slable ride. VWe
ahways felt that we wera smashing
fhe road flat and that we could press
on regardless no matter what the
road surface.

This yaar, yau Gan crder an op-
tional special purposa handling
suspension an any Caorvetis. The op:
tion code is Z07 and also includes
hazawvy duly brakes, The package
cosls 5365 and really i=n't worth il
unless you're going fo do some
racig of rallving with vour Carvatte.

Ax evaryons knows by now, Stoed
baltad radial tires were made =tan-
dard on the Coreetle this  year.

Presdously, only high spsed nylon
hizs-ply tires, size F7O-15, Wwers
avallable on lhe Corvette. Standard
size is now GRVO-15 The tread wid-
th i= guite narrow on these lires
despite the .70 aspect ralio. A3 such,
dry coming powar iz down slighily
irom last y=ar. Howswver, wel cor-
nering traction 2 up araund 5% and
that is mos! welcome. In addition, the
radial construction gives the Vetie
fastastic franzient response—muoch
mucit quicker than it was wilh ha bias
fires, As a rezull, the sleering feels a
Iot quicker even though it really isn't,
You sl=n fzel that yvou can da wn-
balizvahle things with the car an tha
road, And you can, providing you
daon't get overconfident and push too
hard—a very easy thing.to doin a
smaaincar like the Corvaita.

Speaking of sieenng, the added
bulk of the 454 makes ilsall felt hare
[oC, aven wilh powar stesring. Ths
staering is much stiffar with the 454
engine, noticeably so.

Toogat 2 smooth ride with the steel
belied radialz, Corvelle engineers did
& lot of suzpensicon tuning. Thay made
the suspension more compliant in
fare and aft movemeniz, They also
used saffer body mounts to sosk up
some of the rozsd shogk and added
sound deadensar fo guict tha ntarion

(continued on page 42)




3-VETTE TEST

(cantinued From page 80}

The result is the plushes! rding Cor-
velle yal. Iz guiet inside and fruly
lusuriows, as a ogrand touring  car
should be. You don't get fatigusd by
wind noise anymore and the whole
car sounos and is mora 2alid and rat-
flgfree. The whaole package i a
walsamea improvement,

The Corvette  still has  short-
comings. There's still no irunk. The
heating, air conditioning  and wan:
filation confrols ook and work like
they came out of a 'B4 Mash, The
steering wheel is sill foo close o

some drivers even with the sesat =l
the way back and with tha Lill-lelg op-
tion, and. there's =il not a2 good
single-belt zeat belt avstem, But like
wa said, the Corvelle a5 a olal con-
capt has always bean far morg than
the sum of it3 individual peris. The
faratical clientele that buys 30,000
of thiem a yvear will atfast 1o ihal

And we'll sttest 1o the fact thet after
20 vears, the Corvetle is mare than
going sfrong. s siill the apifomns of
fhe Amearican motaring experience. my
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