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ROAD TEST

Chevrolet Corvette

The Corvette isn’t just America’s only sports car.

By Eric Dahlguist

i
£

It's America’s last zoomy car
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b fact ol the matier 5 1hat the
Corwaelle = sl 1he zoomiest cor
in Americs You know it whan souing on
Eiw wiy 1o Delroit's Msiro girpon and you
passa Ford 2qusse lullof kKids and they press
far the sides windows t0 get & betier ook
at this Siver Medallic Maka Shark, train-
lengtining the old man's Beking moving ven
of & statcn wikpor, <Jus he way Spaesd
Rager woukd docal.- Fading oli shsad, ob-
wiousy orwear e spesd limit. s the Marty
P Gearge Menans Routs §6 show all
AT AL
e Ko It Bgain on 1he Weniura Frismay
when soms kid in a red Mazda minis-lneck
almoss sping the bt ali his shoulders &3
fur sy [ ke giel mexl 1o mim—4oU. can
read his Hos—""That’z the new Vatlal!

&, Wi 254 @ Pantsra oocasionatly End
miaybeons Ferran or & Lamborghini & yesr
oul those are fhe cars of the chosen few,
wharg if we're privi-

and This is AmEnce,

faged, wa're nal suppesad tallaunt i, much
s covel il

If there has el Bean & paint o the
Gonmslfe gsince Ihe anginst Blue Flame Sin,
&rgine was replsced by 2armathing with bair
afils chest, i ls sirmphy that, by and Ial-'g;q:.
no oEhsr eporis-car 0as DesSn 85 oo,
Iooted as wild for kess e baire e |J||L=

Tha Cearsedle it S0 IWpiGeEy American.
Supesdicially, s a5 exolic 55 3 SWISs mer-
naid: sccelaralion only a dragsier ciEn
maich, madspandent susponsion and disc
orakes Tor all four wiveels (satures noe aiher
Armerican car fas), 8 Porsche Targa-like
lifl-off rocd, a tuluseslic :'il:-e-rgla-s:a EDC':.'. and
I|.-":|'II'IIII'_||'I CALges N Ihe COoCGERIE (D Hsap iracs
ol & amall war. But undsmesath Deats 1ha
relizbis hesrd of an Impala: And sfiordabic
Anyons who wall and fruly wants iooown
a Corvatie can {and usualhy doesd; GMMAGC
will see Ao ghisls & veny successiol 1ermuls,
ihank you

Wiell, il you helieve everyining you rsad

n b |l,,.""‘:, FRAQIESS, Celrail=nal 1o msEntion
Arngrica—hias hened 65 back ontzoamy’
cars, hol cas are dead, elc, elc. | frue,

Ihe Corvelis wondd lkely == one of the lirst

I salaty regulabons and public
it, sursly

casialfies,
ardi-spead senlimant coulan’t kg
L e R INELIFANGE Fanss Wwoudlo

Bul ool eourse you Slready know the Watle

s oalive and well, Bnd that for 1873 # not
-:-nl_.- r2els 1he new 5-mph no-damage {io
“garedl relabsd iteme} bumpers, Bad looks
clagnar i e b

Thiarks o lhe S mar'” Dol

:'|J|[i|'|:'_4 A 'Ta elte up an a roist, Zaora
Arkus-Duntow, the Chevrost enginess leg-
endary &85 “the leiher of the Comestla
dureeedd & An iNConSpicuaEE 3 0B-Inch bels
connecling  the wrelhane-plashc covered
frant bumper {body-paint coversd) 1o ‘hl:'
gty beeted-up frame. Upan rnpact, hisg
ool Exbrisdes i|m|l’1hri,1|,.|_|l| aBsAB-neh |:'=.,-'-
ciEmapting mes! of ihe ensngy o dhe ::-_- =
sxont in fhe procecss Simple, cheap. and
lighl==aksoul 35 pounds

Duinbay, a MWiite Aussian by birth, a
Samelime rece driver '.:I:f' avocation, and one

ol the fevr regl “eersonalilies’ - at Gensral
tdotars [whick Iresens onanylhing but ths
Inw e peorale prodile] was obviously pleasad
widlh himaalr

With a berely percspiible hiss, the by
draulic halst: dapasitad tha T3 besl car—a
silver "Wette powersd by the big, 454 cul:
inch V-8 {apiion LS5-3 ) —bask o il groesnd,
and: Burnoy. ok | o=ad odf ko & Lrial epin

around GMS proving grounds in Billond,
r-.-!n ligast

The first thing | noticed was ths fact hal
the new car was lighi-yaars ahead ol the
Wettas wa 1estad last S irclermss of read
nolsa dor its absence) and nide cormdar.
Cuntoy said that the substitalica of GR-15
radizi-phrfires for st wear's bias-baltad lires
ware responsible-Additionzily, although the
new lires samewhal diminighed the cars
gaer CArnenng povwer an 'jf:," DA mani,
wet-driving characisnstics wone improesd
by tha aew radialis

Thie new lires regquired: same: slight ns-
caibration of e sespenscn, aswell 25 the
addilicn. of Z-pigce robbebdscuil boedy
mounis. Insde - fhe body, asphalt sound
deadencr his been applisdg o almesl £

SUbEISANENY o meg! i) Eh.-t'l_r I‘QLl TRMSNE, COMET Ov
Gl MEa M original s
danis, new nose and Hood bgs SC6 |..lr.. for majur changes,
Mty @Vop. Wiheels Aeadme orsgrig el by 40 ks

paarls, abong with gsnsrous stuihngs of fi-
hl!lg';l."- =5 sl E[':II'I wndsr fool a5 wel s
hacd. S8, Duntow wias not 1otally enthralled
willy Ehe miisd T3 production nen DECaLE
the asarniihyline warkers REg Not progany
inshalled &2 of the sound I:l'=""i=;|E‘ amd our
Lad] GRS WES NGE ES Quis] a5 1T Was SEppns e
to be. But & 1ot of 1ha old fibergkss body
zauesks and groans had been fllersd oul
o the cockpit, akng wilh some ol the
bona-ratiling ricée on rough SUMaces, Sar-
|:|r|5ing|!|.'I the car Sl Bas s Iraditionelly
good road fael

Thez giar fad oplnal lsather interkar with
e hpotariand kool and smnet b shoukd Ravs,
Lt sormneno ine |El;| [RCAT, which has never
been sxiravagant in Corelbes, faels even

mara limited, I the ansiatian ame vingl

b bsatheesr, Dunloy 230d) e s=at designers
hiave ot more than 30 inch of leg room
Bul Dudnlosw: soskdn't r.:. re out -.'.-here oar
feen why Ihe snacs wes lost. So, if you're

*FB7 B

Wirferaiy mcbangad siacs MREE. R Canete i |¢-|.-5.-1..:|q£

it

RN AN prores GeiT-MEEs S10e

mare han §-1ooi-1, DI advised o opl o
slanderd upholsieny

The LE-4 &= rated a1 280 harsepowsr g
4400 rpm, while forgue & 395-bs- =
3200 rpm. Simply stated, the 454 Cordstis
15 mow guicker fhroogh e gsars overall
nd noticeabhy Enproved at the low end,
5 ssn=ab n:-.'- guickly undarscored dunng
aooeieralices NS, For egemple, Woiang our

1A72 LG5 c'-: 0-30 In 3.1 seconds, the'73
LE-4 hil 30 I 2. ¢ seconds: Zero o 75 mpd
was 1001 ssconds in las) wear's LS-5, and
U7 inm this woar's LS4,

The ressan hor this performmance surge
i% A minge camshaf fiming and B sviEion
and the new cowl-imduchon vod hal i
gleacdard on all models Cald aulsade alr
antars at the bigh-pressure 2rea atlhe basa
of tne windshiskd and s rouied oothe car-
burztor wis an undernoasd duct. In the duct,
an electrically operaied solenoid modulaing
il iy 2ccarding 1o throtle opening. The
horsapowst bensills of cokl-sr induct lm
hiave heen laudly Trumpated since e
fize Raarm Ade (3T Buiihe high zemp:'s.l'.url:s
uricler e Welts's hood—a rasuli of meseting
naw eaftaus] emissions requEremuns—wias

InHUARY 1973
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as much a facior in Chevrolat's decision
to mcopt the new Inducton asranoermend,
[hiz & ane al hosa oeilight aoeas whers
whal's good 1or amissons 5 al2s Qood tor
pRrfarmenca,

Whza Dunbow and comgany sdjourned Lo
ihe skid pad, the efect of the radial fires
wiEs clearby puident. In 1972, the bas-bdied
fires (Fr-15 Palygless) generajesd 3 raxi-
marn carnering force of Ay, Gul now, a
madsl-year ater, the LS4 i3 8 .75 car.

Siraighl-line slopping was ot i replay
ol fhe skid ped. In $act, the rcdial firg LS-d
sloggead two teat shorer frorm 30 mphhan
the L5-5's 28 et Sixly-lo-perd was enoher
malier. Here il was a job fo get the L4
hisded dowin:in 135 fesd, while Bst yeara
122t gverage was easy wilh fhe LSS5

Wa gidn'E harve {he ooportumity B0 1ry o
tha “73 car onowel reads, but'it isn't for
nalfing that at leest ona manufaciues of
radial-ply lires calls ME product *The Rain

Tire!' Aedials arc notabdy =55 2kdtsn on
slippery roads, and 1helr edoption an the
Comvetie should go & long waty loeands
providing a truby versalile road’ cerin the
ELRCOEEN SRNEE

Fhase fwo of his 2] Somimensad wWian
we ook a 350 ¢ukds fnch, L-82° oplicao
Carvette nut in Crange County Hatgway
[ha L-82 i an emizslons-insmeed Dy
fig-cam werson of 1251 wear's lira-breathing
LT-1, There &2 o ramificatres resulling
fram the lifters. First, horsepower in the
1273 car has dropped licon 255 &t 600
pom bo 250 at 4000, bul has galinad fve
agditienal pounds-feed of lGagque aver 1351
y=ar. Thersiore, the gngnse has rmars mid-
range auls, B guictsr Aol c2risndy 1555 8
sarsice prablam.

Last y=ar's ET-1 with he closs-ratio, od-
zpead fransmission amd 3.70:1 axis rslic
coukd il B0 mph in 6.9 ssconds In 1973,
despile the new, hesvier front ead lor he
Samph bumpar, sound deding packess,
sir-condliiioning, & wide-rilio rEnsmission,
5851 linal drive and dhve foss horsepowsr,

ALY 1973

0-50 mph lime for the naw L-52 was il
7.4 seconds! Mora awailabk: torgue 31 8
knver Egaciic rpm msak has helped, of
colrss. hul rensember that Chawodet hiss
made @ consplcuous Sttorl fo pare down
wizighl (a5 wel as cost). The Goswelle's
rermmviile rear window is gone, g well &3
b hidden windshisid-wiper panel and
camplicatsd fendss air ducls. Anathes 40
pounds of unspogng weaighi was kn cied
citwith eptinnalskol-lype sbaminum whpels
aall, ceenparably-equipgsd TS mesdeds tun
abiout 30 pounds heatier han Ehsi 1972
COUNEELRars.

he mew B2 Cowelle may be ong o
the best things 1o Iappen o the Amencan
driwar this wear. The gar i yvary gquiel for
aspinted spocds meshing, ndes wall, is mon
ihan quick enough 1o acguil iksed wall in
S0p |ig|'lt ArENCs prix, :.'Gt i has losl Eis
ol its niminlenass. EqiEppect wilh air-condi-
fioning {and & new coolanlrecovery syatam

thial will never boil ovar—Cheyrolel clains),
the L-AZ i s besl Gorvmelie Cheeralel nas
buii in- 3 song while

[hat s nal ba say Ihe L-B2or LS were
compietely wilhedd deut. Crivgability, o
doubt due i emizsions standards, wisin
pared by slalling during wanmug, and &
slighl hesilation: when the throflbe wes
quickly opsnad. The L-8& 4-mpeaerd frans-
miszsion wss herd to gatinte ke gear and
thie gele bateesn first and i wes B2y too
narrav. As mantoned earlier, the leq noom
iz cramped - esnecially tor B 2-Eaator
car anore than 15 feat long

e hatance, 1he T3 Corsstlas—with gilher
fhe smEll (350 V-B1 or the large (2520
Sy—are sevars] steps ahesd ol kst years
mpdzls. They have bost litthe in e ey ol
fiug performance and @roanise 0 Gain sub-
stantizlly in somatiing os inpoetEnl 23 driv-
g i tha rain

There s & new Corvelie inihe wings loe
1975, hut even il-it cams in & ysar early
wiwouldn'l expec a singfa unsold 73 1S
{hial gpoacedd & CEF.

_§ |
Al Ford ety (I SUmJIsssas FaTs
Mg nicaces o meainieed LS anging oy
TE7Y Cold-ai cowhmadciion fov carkurmioe
has mprond perrrans e and fmarad amis-
aionis &f e same e

Lt Strashing ainmg biph-Spesd ShaiirEwal.
Aurmarice’s a0l sgorts depiourEsiraias: mad
af Ioast one eulomaker 15 hoklng ground
apainst e ansfzaplil of fedaral negukainns
Sar bl TE mph o 9.7 sec

LT

Bl Draneg dhs T3 Goraania o balfer degl
than guver bedira hesoute e ggrs has 3 e
NP0 O DTG R i e prasesE of ainig

fnregsuwr Aty imorevsd noe and lawarad
sand el




SPECHCATIONS CORVE! E

73 vs.
L <1472 o,

SPFECIFICATIONS 454 COUPE
Engine s =t = F - VE OHY
Bams & Biroke—ins. G M|
I:lmpl.nttﬁmt—cu.h. i 454 i
HPE @ RPN F70 (G- JIHHI
“Tarque: En-ft @ rpes 300 (3 B
EME’EEEHHHH H5:1
arhurabian 1 &bk e e A
'I?q-m:.:.-';i'mn Turbo |'hl|_]r3,—_||wlﬂ::_
ﬁl;ﬁ-ﬁlnﬁ Halio JaEd T
E'Iln:llllg h'P-E o '_ﬁ:-!:|!1,ﬂﬂ_|_|_|_!£hnh
Bipsing Hatic ATE
Tuming Diameter

[ourbfie-curk-FL] ara S
Whesl] Tums

[l k-t k) T 9:._:' =
Tire Size Fantre, F:'l:- 215
Brakes [lese: el e

Front Eumznwn
cral sgainings,

Ruanr S0 an sBan

Bady/Frame Conatruction Urizizcd
Wihaalhass—ioG. [E 2k i
Oherall Lemgtiy=ies. xS B
Wi th=ines. Fn .
Ficight=ims. 475
Front Track—ime. 2T
HW Trach—ins. oo
Curks Waright—Br. A,
Fual Capasity—gals. TR
Ol Copocity=gls. TR N i i £
PEAFORMANCE 454 COUPE
.ﬂ.l;l;uluﬂh'tm_ 3
-7 mph __j,q
-k priph 440
_ (o6 mph e fi.B
0-75 enph 1K1
By Sl U mnile
T
_Elapsed teme z 141
Pamsing speeds
_AD-B0 ks -l
SO0 enph = 3.3
Mph per 10000 rpen
(LI o S x 2541
iy il il it -
Sﬁfm T mph 5 L B
Fram &0 mgh 1799
Gy milapgs rngs 1% o
MT Roxd Test Scare TBE

“Gingle hower A anm,

conocntrio shimks

independenl. Tl dil-
fereral, Tranavaras
el -desad aping,
laternl struts, shocks

4Bl

Tk Hydra-matic
3081 '
Arcinculatirg ball
17 5:1

374

252
GRra=is
Dizcrdise
Sincle hwer A Frn

ool spmnge.
unﬁurrn"' ahochs

Irelaperedent, fimed dif
forenbial, ransyorse

rredfti Ieaf =pirmg.
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72 Chevrolet Corvette

1972 1873
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_3.i'l.‘il_1_ LN ame:

Fesgariadaliryy Bl ﬂm:m.mtng bil“__
_ATE ITE 3

AL b ey 11 L5k 1

200 2 :

Fid =15 = T GRO x 15

Duar/dise _ [Dscrdisc

Segle lovwer A arm. Single howear A arm,

ol springs ool BEnrgs,

oS shochs
lnidaparedent, fineddif-
farantsl, rarsvemse
multi-leaf =g,
lateral wins, ahodia

concendrk shocks
Indepersdent. Txed <hil-
Ferant=sl, lparnaetin
muli=lnal sy,

lntera sirean, shooks

Lintitiz el Unibzed
AL _BAAg
18348 1BA.7
8.0 LA -
S 400
ER.7 5.7 %
A = o
&, 356 3 LT
& 1B
= =3 B
LT-1 LB =
S ax
TR s R a4 Tk
L3 TS
1o 1 100
i ] "
143 14.3
AL 2R 3
:3.3 3\-'-;‘ e e —
b ke, o 5
IET] map
114 125
A-2mpg B-12 eph -
A L

3l

Jnnunee 1a7a 5O




	MT173P1.jpg
	MT173P2.jpg
	MT173P3.jpg
	MT173P4.jpg

