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Our rotund road-tester loses the last of his marbles
and writes a love letter to an L-82 Corvette

Dear Gonesiie:

Happy Birthday! Mol many of the othar magazines—aoneg, in lacl—hava
made wery much about the fact that you're 20 yeers oid 1his year and
as daesirable as sver!

It's funny how 2ge catches up with all of us. Just & lew years ago, [ sasms,
you were a kol-blooded, lusty sports car with a stiff
ridie and hypertanae englnas that couldn't sesm to sil 2l long enough
lo allow me o swallow the last of my Coke before roaring off again
to ine next drive-in looking far & run.

Today, Corvette, you're very much the civilized luxury

grand tourer mase al home crulsing st 80 on the open road than blesting
away from a stoplight with your rear tires smoking and squealing.

In effect, you've come full circle, heven'tyou? Twenty years aga, lhe day
vou were born-and up unfil fhe fime you were around two or thres
years ald, your Chevrolat mantors thought af you mors
as & boulevard sporty car rather than & blood and guts out-and-out
EDOIiS Gar:

Ramsmber thosae earfy days ol “53, "534 and-"55% Thean you only came in ane
color: white, Tha first two years of your existence, you had o be
content with feading through three carbs on & Stovebolt Sy enging.
Six cylinders in & Corvatte, Who would believe it foday?

Y1, 1hel’s how it was.

You were sorl of 2n orphan around the Chevralel Division. Remember?
Almost an outcast; no ane knew quite what to do with yous sams
guys wanied fo keap you as vou were—a salf fouch far any 2-seater T-Bird
on the road. You wers pretty labby and slow in (hase early years

and 2ny good running 232 V-3 Thinderbird could
blow yau into the weeds. And fhere were those guys in Chevralet
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who wanted yeu o stay thal way—"a soft touch.”

Then a blesssd avant heppened. Youw wers adapled. Remember that day?
Zora Arkus-Dunfov Rad just been appointad Chisf
Development Enginser for the Corvelle, He came out
o the back garage where you ware parked end sort of patted you
on the flioerglasa bonnet and smiled. Lithe did you know (Rat day that he was
plamning to twrn you into a snarling V-3 engined, 4-speed
ghilted, dual-guad drinking beast that could
suck up and splt out just 2bout any car on the road! ]

Qwer the next 14 or 15 vaars, he did just thet. Can you remember Some al
the hlghlights¥ The 283 fusl-injesied engine in 57 along with
the d-speed fransmission; the 327 In '62; the new Sting Ray
body in ‘63, slong with fuly-independent fuspension;

e 336 big Mock in "85, the 4-wheel dsc brekes the szme year: the 437
in "86; the L-86 in "68 along with the Mako Shark styling! the ZL-1;
the. . .;the. ...

That's all thera iz, Corvelia. The pasl few years have been lean ones
for you, eangineeringwisa, heven't they? The air pollution problem
put a blg deat in your 2t a few years ago and vou never have recovared.
Of lnte, wour engines have oeen growing wesker and weaker because of the
additlon of all kinds of smoeg eguipment and your body has basn
arowing & litle fatter and a little heaviar evary year. This yeer, lorinslancs,
thay added around 45 pounds of additionsl sownd deadener to make you
Guigter inside, | have to admit, you're the quistsst, most
comfarteble Corvette I've ever driven, And |'ve ownad 2nd driven many of
vour brathers since you wers harmm 20 y&&rs ago. Some of the
camfart comes from sofisning up the spring rates which brings the ride
dewn B0 dme lirme=yet-slable level, | like the new rlde vany much
Bt it does take a liftle bt more awsy from the image you ance had,

In sddition 1o your weaker enging, you arg gatting to look
a litlke gldish arcund the edges. Your new 73 noss job helps & lof.
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A5 & metter of tact, your "73 body s tha cleanest looking of the Mzko Shark
sarlas, but ler's face it, you haven'thad a facelill sincs 1968,
Slx years is 2 long lime 1o any car iogo without danmning Same new
curves. And In &8, your styling was 2 takeoff on the "64 Ferrari GTO. Soin
‘mffect, your styling is nine years old; it's dateds; it's not your
fault and aldiah styling dossn't make you & bad car, 1S Just that, weill,
[k youand | hate o So yOUr ONCe ENDREyY image
deterigrate ragidly. Whan the newesl Ferraris and haseratis and Pantaras
pass by with their new-wave, flaf-plain-ane-wadas stybing,
| simost ory. You can do everyliing they can do. Wl 2lmoss, il they'd
only give you 2 new oody
S1ll, you have &1ot going for you, Corvette, When | picked you up at Briggs
Chevrolat in Sauth Amboy. NJ, 1 must admit that you still
made the adrenalin pump a litthe and my heart was recing as Danny Zzch,
Briggs president, handed me the keys. 172 not that Cosvettes ke
youscEre me or 2nything. As you know, I've owred a couple of your
brothers inyears past. Stll, any Gorvelle s something special ioome.
Driving you around those firet faw days, | found out something
I had guessed.: You stll turn heads. Even thaugh Iheyve
cold aboul 30,000 of your Gousing avery vear [or the past few years,
paapia sl leak twice at you. %S il = big egu trip 1o drive
you 2rgund and watch the faces of peopie; especially women, a3 you drive
by, & few of tham even ask Tor rldes. Right on!
After driving you around for over 8000 miles, and 1hat's the longesl last
we've ever done on & Corvette, I've formed some definite conclusions
and impresslons about you, 23 voucan well imegine.
First af all, | can't really recommend your L-B2 engine. [t simply dossn’t
make it. As vou know, Corvette, it's 8 smog version of the strong LT-1 that
you oifered optionally a few years ago. Howpver, your k!
version carries a mileer nydraulic cam, low-rise, cast-iron manifold
znd g Quadrajet 4-barrel in place of the solid lilter atick. ligh
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Faclap pags, [ea: Al apeed, the Gorvelte s one of tha mas] slatie cars. ol the road;
=omaring {briow) was almed! dead Bal. This page, feft; Jened (Iront} and Gédhar dis-
Gusa mafts of the LB2 engine, Abcvdés Carvalle wasn't at home 6o tha Englishtawn
dragsirip; performanss was, in taok, alarory from the haleyen dzys of the famed L35
‘Siempar Molor.' Selowy read cousme made (he Vetie a lil{ly haggior than the dragstra,
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Perlarmarea of tha 1973 L-E2 (Z/28) 350 CID V-8 enging was disappeinting. Standard mil oe (ke 454 1 he way |2 &2

rize aluminum maniiold and Holley thal we've come {e expect on the high
parlormance small-sdock engine. A3 such, your L-82 option doesn't
have any low end torgue and runs oul of braath an fep end. It lozes boih
ways. Evan the standard 3.73 gears don't help much,
We'd have io recommend sither of your other engines to anyone
contemplating purchasing one of your brothars this year. The standard 350
cubie 130 horse engine is perlec) lor cruising and commuling
especialy when teamed with & 3-speed Turbo Hydra-Matic trensmission and
opilonal 3.36 resr 2xle ratic. This powertrain has plenty of Galls
for on-ramp acceferation and cruises elforilessly 2l anyhing up [o 170 mph.
The 454 hydreulic motor has svan more balls and scads of low end
torgue. But 9 milss per gallan is a thing of my past 2nd the big-Hlock makes
you too nosshesvy so that you don’t handie like your small Block brothers,
So Corvette, il | were buying you 1his year, °d stick with the
standard engine, =ave money and be happy all at the same time,
Thara's ng daukl 1hal Your aew-for-'73 GRATO-15 steal beltsd radizl Hires
meka = big differsnce in your overall feel. Traction i=n't much better
an ity roads over your farmer FT0-13 bias ply tires. However,
wal road traction fz up a welcome 15 parcent and your iransient response
is fantastic. The radials make yaur slearing feel even quicker, slthough
your aciusl ratio hasn't changad: By the way, your power steering
is s1ill one ol the best. Mol loo much assigt and plenty of road feel. That's
the way avary powar steering unit showld be,
Hanrdling and stakilily is siil supern in any kind of driving. You still 2=t up
lurnpikes wilh no sweat and you don't dipor wellow over undulatians.
Cine thing [™ve always liked about vow, Gorvette, is your secure
le=ling over any iype of road. You haven'i changed hers and | siill love yvou
far it, You still can sterm back roads with aplamb at speaeds
thiat veould have other cars dizzy and geaping.
ART Raceway Park in Englishtown, MN.J., youw didn't do tos badly: 0-to-60 In
7.8 seconds and the guarter mile in 15 sacondz-ilat at 88 mph, But | could (&l

(Coriinusd on page B5)
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DEAR "VETTE
(Cominued fram page 209

you were a little uncomiortable
thera. You'vae mellowsd with 2ge and
you just don’t eénjoy a good dragstrip
cesslon the wey you used to. If's un-
derslandable.

You wera a little happier when we
gwitched you over 1o ihe road courss.
Bl vou sl dign't really smilé until we
hesded for home and the open road.
Once you sireiched oul and unwaund
a littie, you were your old comiartabla
geli ready o please me in every way
incluging fransporting me with style
and speed to my destination.

Cne  thing 1 rmusl complain
goout—yeour heating and wentllstion
conlrals. Theyte reslly archaic, Cor-
vetta. | hete o be the one to tell you.
But: your little consale-mounted
wwheals fhal take six {urms fock (o lock
to dial In freah alr or defrosting or
whatewer, weant out with the flood. &
gooad pushbutton systemn would be
quickser, easier 1o use and much more
etliclent. In sddition, | wouldn't have
to fake my ayes off the road 19 find out
what mode of operetion your heaat-
ingfventilation controls arein,

Also, the air conditioning system
you have is prefty poor. |E seems {o
blow a lot and make noise but not much
cool gir comss cul. | irink this may be

noidigsynerasy of you anly, though,
and not representative of all your
brrobhars.,

And 50 what of the future? Have they
told you snything about your new bady
ihat's supposed [0 be on you in 13757
What about a mid-engine design
that's rumored? And how about Wankel
powsr? Are you going o gef a S-rofor
Wankal that pumps out 400 horsepow-
er while emilling so lew emissions
thet your engine will sctually be an alr
purifier] | hape all these fhings come
to pegs for you, Corvetie, because
you could wse a littie lift right about
now. Meenwhile, Il jusi go on enjoy-
iNg you 85 You are,

B=st alweys,
e
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